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Toward the end of World War II, prisoners of war camps 
were established in 1944 and 1945 at 34 locations in Wis-
consin for members of Germany's military who were cap-
tured during the conflict. One of those camps was at the 
Calumet County fairgrounds in Chilton from June to Au-
gust 10 in 1945. 
 
A full overview of the camps in Wisconsin was docu-
mented by Betty Cowley in the 2002 softcover book titled 
Stalag Wisconsin: Inside WWII prisoner of war camps. 
Camp Chilton, which had up to 300 prisoners at any one 
time, is highlighted on pages 95 to 99 in the book, which 
is readily available at the public library in Chilton and 
other area libraries. 
 
As noted in the book, many of the prisoners at Camp Chil-
ton were employed for the green pea and sweet corn har-
vests at the many local canning factories still in business 
at the time. This was also true for many of the other 
camps in the state. Some of the prisoners worked on area farms to harvest summer crops. 
 
In researching her book, Cowley obtained recollections from some area residents who had 
contacts with the camps. Some photos are included but none for the Chilton Camp. 
 
Primary sources for Cowley's research about the Chilton Camp were articles in the Chilton 
Times Journal on June 21, July 19, and August 9 (the day before the camp closed) in 1945. 
These are available on microfilm at the Chilton Public Library. 
 
Other newspaper citations for Camp Chilton are the Manitowoc Herald Times on June 20 
and August 2, the Fond du Lac Commonwealth Reporter on August 11, and the Appleton 
Post Crescent on May 29 (in 1994). The nearest camps to Chilton were at Plymouth, Apple-
ton, Fond du Lac, and Sheboygan. 



 


